
Parent Testimonial: Michelle Seitzer 

This was my 8-year-old daughter's 5th surgery — her 3rd at CHOP — and Story 
Medicine plays a part in why this hospitalization was our best yet. 

Our daughter joined our family via international adoption six years ago. She was nearly 
three years old and had spent the first four months of her life in a NICU, then the next 
two years in a medical care home. Since joining our family in the US, she's had countless 
medical appointments and a surgery nearly every year. Last year, she finally received a 
formal diagnosis for her medical PTSD — though we had been dealing with her severe 
anxiety around anything medical from day one. 

But Story Medicine helped us start a new chapter in our daughter's healthcare story.  

On the day we were scheduled to be sent home, a Child Life specialist told us about a 
story time event happening in the atrium at 11:30. My daughter immediately responded 
that she wanted to go. I was surprised but pleased that she wanted to be out and about.  

I envisioned something like the local library's story hour, where a librarian read a 
picture book with a group of little ones gathered around her in small chairs. But when 
we got there, a group of students from Drexel were setting up for what looked like a full-
blown theatrical production — complete with costumes, props, cameras, and more. 
Small tables were set up with supplies for painting, inviting young patients to sit and 
create while the Story Medicine group finished prepping for their program. My 
daughter, who loves all things creative, jumped right in. She painted two pictures while 
engaging with members of the Story Medicine cast (a pirate, a mermaid, a jester, a 
lion!), then enjoyed watching the program. Being the non-shy type, she also loved 
getting some time dancing in front of the camera at the end of the show. 

For that enjoyable hour, we forgot where we were and why we were there. While this 
wasn't the hardest surgery/recovery we'd experienced, it was certainly the first time we 
had so.much.FUN! during a hospital stay. And to have had such a positive experience 
like that, I believe, has tipped the scales for us, has transformed "hospital" from being a 
scary place where horrible things happen to a place of healing and growth. Thank you, 
Story Medicine, for your part in that, and for the ways you help all the children & 
families coping with much harder, heavier healthcare realities. 


